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Project Summary
Research Goals

• Develop a virtual reality environment (tool) for human reliability assessment 
in the context of physical security attacks on nuclear power plants.

• The virtual reality  (VR) tool will be used in the conduct of experiments to collect 
human performance data representative of physical security attack conditions.

• The performance data will be used to expand current HRA models to cover 
physical attacks on the plant.

Main Expected Outcome
• Improved knowledge of human reliability in the context of physical attacks.
• Support more informed decision-making to help reduce operation costs.

Timeline
• Started October 1, 2021.
• Three-year project.
• Presentation covers year 1 ~ 2.5 of the project.

Team
• Dr. Carol Smidts (lead, The Ohio State University)
• Dr. Ronald Boring (Idaho National Laboratory)
• Dr. Vaibhav Yadav (Idaho National Laboratory)
• Dr. Abdollah Shafieezadeh (The Ohio State University)
• Dr. Alper Yilmaz (The Ohio State University)
• Mr. Thomas Myers (Duke Energy)
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Milestone Participants Start DateEnd Date
Literature Review All 10/1/2021 12/31/2021
Human Reliability Models Reuse Smidts (Lead), Boring 1/1/2022 6/30/2022
First Year Annual Report All 9/1/2022 10/30/2022
Simulation of the Physical Effects of 
Attack and Defense

Shafieezadeh 7/1/2022 12/31/2023

Virtual Reality Integration Smidts (Lead), Shafieezadeh 7/1/2022 12/31/2023
Second Year Annual Report All 9/1/2023 10/30/2023
Design of Experiments Smidts (Lead), Boring, 

Shafieezadeh, Yadav, Myers
7/1/2023 12/31/2023

Run Experiments Smidts (Lead), Boring 1/1/2024 6/30/2024
Modify and Augment human reliability 
models

Smidts (Lead), Boring, Yadav 4/1/2024 9/30/2024

Publish Lessons Learnt All 7/1/2024 9/30/2024
Final Report All 10/1/2024 12/29/2024

Schedule
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• Designed and developed a virtual reality (VR) 
environment for simulating physical attack scenarios 
and sampling human reactions during the physical 
attacks.

• Integrated the 3D models of concrete structures with 
the 3D models of nuclear power plants used in the VR 
environment to simulate the destruction of protection 
architectures (e.g., walls, doors) caused by the 
adversaries.

• Designed the demonstration scenarios for verifying the 
effectiveness of the VR environment.

• Developed 3D models of reinforced concrete panels 
impacted by projectiles and explosions using the 
Lagrangian finite element technique in the commercial 
finite element platform LS-DYNA. 

• Reviewed several Human Reliability Models. 
Determined several Performance Shaping Factors 
(PSFs) that need to be considered and established a 
causal HRA model that will be updated through 
experiments.

Achieved Tasks

Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
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Actions of the attacker:
Cause a loss-of-offsite power event
Plans to first destroy the diesel generators (DG)
Proceed to the control room

Actions of the security personnel:
Make sure the operator is safe
Escort the operator to the steam-driven cooling 
pump
If encounters the attacker, neutralize the attacker

Actions of the operator:
Open the control room door and go towards the 
steam-driven cooling pump
Start the steam-driven cooling pump

Experiment
 Identified Control variables, Reaction variables, 

and potential Biases. 
 Defined a set of Individual Characteristics and 

Behaviors.

Achieved Tasks - Design of the experiment: Attack Scenario

* Osborn, D., Parks, M. J., Knudsen, R. A., Ross, K., Faucett, C., Haskin, T. C., ... & Cohn, B. (2019). Modeling for Existing Nuclear Power Plant Security Regime (No. SAND2019-
12014). Sandia National Lab.(SNL-NM), Albuquerque, NM (United States).

Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
Department of Civil Environmental and Geodetic Engineering

Figure 1: Lone Pine power plant model*
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Interactions with LWRS
• Received repeated guidance and support from the LWRS 

physical security pathway lead through meetings and in 
person visits as well as supporting our requests such as:
• Received the Lone Pine Power Plant Model from Sandia National 

Laboratory for the VR environment.
• Received technical support (e.g., model adaptation, rendering 

optimization, bug fix, etc.) from the developers of the Lone Pine 
model.

• Received equipment suggestions to build the VR environment.
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• Md Ragib Rownak, Samuel Abiodun Olatubosun, Yunfei Zhao, Carol Smidts, Abdollah 
Shafieezadeh, Human reliability assessment for physical security: human 
responses under extreme threats, NPIC-HMIT, 2023

• Xiaoxu Diao, Md Ragib Rownak, Carol Smidts, Human Reliability under Physical 
Security Threats: Modeling and Experimental Design, 70th Annual Reliability and 
Maintainability Symposium, 2024

• Xiaoxu Diao, Md Ragib Rownak, Carol Smidts, Design and Implementation of a 
Virtual Reality Environment for Human Reliability Assessment under Physical 
Security Threats, Pacific Basin Nuclear Conference 2024 (PBNC), Under Review

Publications
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Students and Staff Supported
• 2 MS Students from ME and CGE – one graduated, and one is planning to graduate this 

semester.
• 2 research staff were partially supported. One is now an Assistant Professor at 

University of Maryland.
• 3 postdoctoral researchers were partially supported.
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• Run Experiments
• Update the HRA models based on the experimental data.
• Publish lessons learnt
• Final Report

Next Steps
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• This research is being performed using funding from the DOE 
Office of Nuclear Energy's Nuclear Energy University Programs.

• We thank Sandia National Laboratory and LWRS for providing 
the Lone Pine NPP model for the virtual environment and 
providing their valuable feedback during the study.
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Carol S. Smidts (Ohio State, PI) is a Full Professor at The Ohio State University with more than 30 
years of research experience. Professor Smidts’ research lies in human reliability analysis, dynamic 
probabilistic risk assessment, instrumentation and control, and risk and reliability analysis, including 
distributed test facility design, reliability analysis of digital instrumentation and control systems, 
software reliability modeling and software test automation, and cybersecurity and cyber risk 
assessment for industrial control systems. She is the author of more than 200 refereed journal and 
conference publications and is the recipient of multiple awards and 4 patents. Her contributions to the 
field of HRA include the IDA model. 
Dr. Smidts’ research has been sponsored by Government (DOE, AFSOR, AFRL, NRC, NASA, NSF, 
FAA, DOD, NSA) as well as by industry (Texas Instruments, IBM). She is an IEEE Fellow, AAIA Fellow 
was the conference co-chair of the IEEE International Symposium on Software Reliability Engineering 
(2006 and 2013), IEEE High Assurance Systems Engineering (2008), is an Associate Editor for 
Software Testing Verification and Reliability, was one of the Technical Program Committee Co-Chairs 
of NPIC-HMIT 2019, was the Program Chair of 2021 International Topical Meeting on Probabilistic 
Safety Assessment and Analysis (PSA 2021), a honorary professor at Amity University, India, holds a 
joint appointment with INL, is a regular member on review panels (DOE, NSF, FDA, ISSRE, HASE, 
DSN) and has been awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award in 2019 by the Society for Reliability 
and Safety, in recognition to her pioneering contributions in the area of digital systems reliability.

Bio – Prof. Carol Smidts
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• Carol Smidts, smidts.1@osu.edu
• Xiaoxu Diao, diao.38@osu.edu

• Pavan Kumar Vaddi, vaddi.3@osu.edu
• Atitarn Dechasuravanit, dechasuravanit.1@osu.edu
• Abdollah Shafieezadeh, shafieezadeh.1@osu.edu
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